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ESR Core Funded Project PhD Scholarship Opportunity
Contract/Temporary 

Forensic Research Programme/Forensic Biology
ESR-Mt Albert Science Centre, Auckland/Dept of Chemistry, University of Auckland 
ESR, in association with the University of Auckland is offering an exciting PhD research opportunity.
The Project

Species identification from difficult samples- Using new technology to solve forensic problems.

Species identification by next generation sequencing offers a simplified workflow suitable for the identification of single and mixed samples of DNA recovered from plant, animal and microbial origin which can be optimised for variety of applications.

The successful PhD applicant will undertake research investigating the application of DNA sequencing to solve forensic problems from non-human DNA samples.

In summary you will integrate skills in the recovery of trace levels of biological material and DNA sequencing skills using traditional and new methods to solve new forensic problems to an accredited standard.  

What you will bring:

This interesting and challenging project requires a highly motivated person with a strong molecular biology background, preferably with DNA sequencing and PCR experience and some knowledge of biostatistics and bioinformatics
Excellent written and verbal communications skills are a pre-requisite as communication across ESR groups and with external clients will be required.

You will be outstanding in your ability to 

-plan, organise and make effective use of time to achieve key tasks and meet deadlines consistently

-write concise and accurate notes, results, reports and scientific publications 

-work cooperatively with others to achieve objectives

You must meet the eligibility criteria for enrolment in the PhD programme at the University of Auckland 

A pre-appointment drug-screen, disclosure of criminal charges/convictions, proof of academic qualifications/papers, participation and ESR’s immunisation programme as appropriate to the work and the provision of a staff elimination DNA sample are conditions of for appointment to this position.
Funding:

Funding including a stipend ($25000) and University fee contribution ( $4000) is guaranteed for 1 year with subsequent years funding dependent on successful completion of project milestones.
Start date: 

 Immediately or before September 2013 
Applications close 19 July 2013 
Refer to www.jobs.govt.nz vacancy number NZ/ESR/1070613
ESR is a progressive Crown Research Institute with core business in Forensic Science and Environmental Health. ESR's reputation in the scientific community provides an opportunity to work alongside world-class scientists.
